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Formica Calacatta Marble laminate (perimeter, island/
peninsula)

Haumschild’s clients wanted to update their kitchen with an 
industrial look that was also light and airy…without breaking the 
bank. As such, the decision to reface rather than replace cabin-
etry made sense. So did the decision to use Formica’s Calacatta 
Marble laminate, featured here in a SatinTouch finish, which 
offers a smooth, matte texture with a silky feel and sheen.

“Laminate is a great choice for them because they could get 
the end result they wanted without spending a lot of money,” 
she says, adding that she also often recommends the surfacing 
material to clients who want to update and refresh countertops 
relatively frequently because it offers flexibility and versatility due 
to its price point.

Designed to resemble natural stone, the laminate’s white 
background fulfills the ‘light and airy’ requirement and comple-
ments the white cabinets while the darker veining coordinates 
with the charcoal wall color used as an accent in the kitchen and 
as the predominant color in the adjacent dining room. It also 
works well with the gray grout that contrasts with the white sub-
way tile used in the backsplash.

“This countertop really ties everything together while keeping 
the space light,” she says. “The veining is soft and elegant like 
marble. It’s tastefully done and has enough character to make a 
statement without being overkill.”
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Corian Carbon Concrete solid surface (perimeters)

The Corian Carbon Concrete solid surface countertops used to 
top the perimeter cabinetry in this remodeled kitchen provide a 
lower-maintenance option compared to the real thing, indicates 
O’Hanlon.

“It gives the look of concrete without the maintenance,” he says.
Choosing to finish the countertops with an eased edge profile 

gives them a contemporary look, bringing them into 2020, while 
their matte finish reinforces the concrete resemblance.

“Corian [solid surface] is great to work with because it has 
the ability to be a lot of different things,” says the designer. 
“While we usually choose matte finishes, it can also be polished 
to a high gloss.

“We also like to use Corian because it allows us to do a part 
of the job we would otherwise have to outsource,” he continues. 
“That means we are able to customize a countertop to a client’s 
specifications for their dream kitchen.”

Aesthetically, these concrete-look-alike countertops were 
also key in fulfilling his clients’ desire for a modern, French coun-
try kitchen with rustic accents.

“We have quite a few different patterns and textures that all 
complement each other,” he says, “including the countertops. 
They pair nicely with the cabinets, decorative ventilation hood, 
floor and rustic barn door that hides the pantry.”

Category:

SOLID SURFACE, 
LAMINATE

Photo: Ashley Ball Photography

Photos: Jessica Kopecky

40     Kitchen & Bath Design News  •  April 2020

PORTFOLIO


